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ARTICLE I 

OFFICE/MAILING ADDRESS 

The principal mailing address of the Texas Lone Star Chapter of the Korean War Veterans, Inc. 

(hereinafter known as “the Chapter”) is: Post Office Box 802541, Houston, Texas 77280-2541. 

 

ARTICLE II 

PURPOSES 

The purposes of the Chapter are as follows: 

To recognize the achievements of the United Nations Command during the Korean War (June 25, 1950-July 27, 

1953). 

To remember the achievements of those who served in the Korean War and to transmit those proud 

achievements to our posterity. 

To recover the remains of United States servicemen that the North Koreans can identify and locate. 

To require an accounting and return of United States servicemen still missing in action, and an accounting of all 

United States servicemen who were known to be prisoners of war on July 27, 1953. 

To raise funds for any benevolent, patriotic or educational programs that may be proposed and passed by the 

Chapter in reference to Korean War veterans or any other worthwhile community services or programs. 

To encourage and assist in securing the personnel, equipment and funds needed to present the Korean War 

experiences and lessons learned to present and future generations, both in the United States and throughout 

the world. This information will be used to educate and inspire communal relations among nations of the 

world and avoid the conflicts and mistakes that led up to the unfinished war in Korea. 

 

ARTICLE III 

CHAPTER CREED 

The following Creed has been adopted by the Texas Lone Star Chapter of the Korean War Veterans to express 

our beliefs and purpose. This Creed shall be read at all business meetings of the regular membership of the 

Chapter, and at any other time that the members, officers or directors deem appropriate. 

“We, the members of the Texas Lone Star Chapter of the Korean War Veterans, are the living representatives 

of the 54,246 members of the armed forces serving worldwide who gave their lives in the period of June 25, 

1950 through July 27, 1953, and until peace is restored. 

And, as members, we are dedicated to also represent the American prisoners of war that were never returned, 

and the more than 7000 American service personnel still listed as Missing in Action in the Korean War. 
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Our purposes are:  

(1) to motivate patriotism amongst the American people and to raise their awareness of the Korean War and 

those who serve in it. 

(2) to render help and support to the wounded and disabled American veterans of the Korean War. 

 

ARTICLE IV 

CHAPTER POLICY: OPERATIONS AND DIRECTION 

SECTION 1: Chapter Policy 

The operation and direction of the Chapter is developed by the officers, the Board of Directors and the general 

membership to meet the objectives described in Article II, all within the guidelines set forth in these Bylaws. 

The methods employed to meet these objectives, however, must necessarily change from time to time due to 

finances, time constraints, changes in conditions, etc. 

SECTION 2: Policy Changes 

The Board of Directors, being chiefly responsible for the direction of the Chapter, has the prime responsibility 

for developing any issue that would change the operation or direction of the Chapter. If the Board does not 

feel that the issue would require a “substantial change” in the operation or direction of the Chapter, then the 

Board can act without general membership approval. 

Issues affecting Chapter policy may be introduced by any regular member in good standing by petitioning the 

Board of Directors. 

SECTION 3: Petitioning 

Since the Board of Directors has the prime responsibility for Chapter policy matters, all issues affecting the 

policy must be first presented to the Board. The Board of Directors shall take up the issue within ninety (90) 

days of when the petition was received by the Board. 

SECTION 4: Voting on Issues 

If, in the opinion of the Board of Directors, an issue brought before it is within the purview of the Board, they 

may settle it by a simple majority vote of the quorum present, or they may table the issue for action at a later 

meeting. The Secretary shall log the Board’s actions. 

If, in the opinion of the Board of Directors, the issue should be presented to the general membership for 

action, then the Board shall submit the issue and the Board’s recommendation to the general membership. 
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ARTICLE V 

QUALIFICATION OF MEMBERS / APPLICATION/ MEMBERSHIP CARD/ DUES/ VOTING RIGHTS / 

VOTING BY MAIL / TERMINATION & REMOVAL / RESIGNATION / RE-INSTATEMENT / TRANSFER / 

CHAPTER PROPERTY & MONEY 
 

SECTION 1: Qualifications of Members 

Membership in the Chapter shall consist of Regular members, Honorary Members, Associate Members and 

Auxiliary Members. 

A. Regular Members: 

1. Service in the United States Armed Forces. Any person who has served honorably in any of the 

armed forces of the United States, said service being within or outside Korea, but during the 

Korean War era or who, as a member of the armed forces of the United States, serviced 

honorably in Korea from February 1, 1955 and forward shall be eligible for membership, 

provided that they served on active duty in any of the armed forces or National Guard during 

the above described periods. Korean War Era is defined as the period beginning June 25, 1950 

and ending January 31, 1955. 

2. Congressional Medal of Honor. Any Congressional Medal of Honor recipient, so honored for 

service in Korea during the Korean War Era shall be eligible for membership; no dues are 

required. 

3. Prisoner of War. Any person held as a prisoner of war by the North Korean or Chinese or 

Russian forces during and after the period of hostilities from June 25, 1950 forward shall be 

eligible for membership; no dues are required. 

4. United Nations Command and Korean Army. Any person who served honorably in the armed 

forces of the United Nations Command or in the Republic of Korea armed forces during the 

Korean War Era or served in South Korea thereafter shall be eligible for membership. 

B. Honorary Members. Any person of good character may be elected as an Honorary Member by 

majority vote of the Board of Directors. Honorary members shall not have the right to vote on the 

Chapter affairs, shall pay no dues and shall be members for life. 

C. Associate Members. Any person with a legitimate interest in the affairs of the Chapter, and who 

wishes to support its aims, and not being eligible for regular membership and who agrees to 

accept the terms and conditions set forth in the Chapter Bylaws shall be eligible for Associate 

membership in the Chapter. 

D. Auxiliary Members. The immediate family of any regular member, living or deceased (i.e. spouse, 

child, grandchild, son- or daughter-in-law, etc.) upon their agreement to accept the terms and 

conditions set forth in the Chapter Bylaws shall be eligible for Auxiliary membership in the 

Chapter. 

1. Gold Star Family. Any person whose immediate family member was killed in action or was 

missing in action of died as a prisoner of war during the Korean War shall be eligible for 

membership in the Chapter. 
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SECTION 2: Application 

Any person qualified for membership as set forth above may present a written application to any Chapter 

officer or Board member. The application shall be an agreement that applicant will agree to, abide by and 

conform to the Chapter By-Laws and regular procedures of the Chapter. 

SECTION 3: Membership Card 

When an application is accepted and approved, the Secretary shall forward a membership card to the new 

member. 

SECTION 4: Dues 

Payment of dues is a condition of membership. Annual dues shall be set by majority vote of the Board of 

Directors and may be changed from time to time as necessary. Dues shall become payable on the first day of 

each calendar year. 

 

SECTION 5: Voting by Mail 

Voting by mail from  members shall be allowed for election of officers and Board of Directors only. 

Amendments to Bylaws and other major issues shall be voted on  in person. 

SECTION 6: Removal From Office 

A. Any director, elected officer, appointed officer or committee chairman may be removed from 

office for actions which would bring discredit upon the Chapter. 

B. Any member holding any position in the Chapter who is removed from office shall turn over all 

symbols, materials, records and other paraphernalia of the office to the President or his designee. 

Any office holder removed from office shall also be bound to comply with Article V, Section 8 

“Chapter Property and Money.” 

SECTION 7: Reinstatement 

Request for reinstatement shall be submitted in writing to the Chapter Secretary. The Board of Directors shall 

vote on the request, and their decision shall be conveyed to the requesting party, in writing, by the Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 8: Chapter Property and Money 

Chapter property includes, but is not limited to, flags, banners, insignias, patches, symbols, emblems, 

memorial walls, designs whether adopted by the Chapter or not, materials, belts, rifles, printed materials, 

video  recordings, photographs or copies thereof, or any other property owned by the Chapter; or any 

property received on behalf of the Chapter as a donation or contribution to the Chapter by said member. 
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ARTICLE VI 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, ELECTED OFFICERS, APPOINTED OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN / 

TERM OF OFFICE / NOMINATIONS / TIME OF ELECTION / ELECTION VOTING RIGHTS / INSTALLATION 

OF OFFICERS / VACANCY / ATTENDANCE / MEETINGS / QUORUM 

 

SECTION 1. Board of Directors, Elected and Appointed Officers, and Committee Chairman 

These elected and appointed officials shall have powers of decision-making within the scope of authority for 

their respective offices. Their power to conduct business on Chapter affairs is granted to them by the consent 

of the general membership through the organizational structure of chair of command within the Chapter. 

Anything not specifically designated in these Bylaws as a function of the Board of Directors, Chapter officers or 

that of appointed or elected Committee chairmen shall rest with the general membership. 

 

A. Board of Directors. The Board of Directors shall include the President, Vice President, Vice 

President-Liaison, Secretary, Treasurer and the immediate Past President of the Chapter along 

with six (6) At-Large Directors. 

1. Chairman. The members of the Board of Directors shall elect a Chairman from within the 

Board membership who will preside at all Board of Director meetings. This shall be the first 

order of business for a new Board. The new President shall preside until a new Chairman is 

elected, and at any meeting when the Chairman is not present. 

After election, the Chairman shall preside over all Board meetings. 

The Chairman shall not vote on any issue before the Board unless there is a tie in the voting. 

2. Secretary and Treasurer. The Chapter Secretary and Chapter Treasurer shall function in the 

same capacity within the Board of Directors as for normal Chapter business. 

3. Simple Majority Vote. A simple majority vote shall carry a motion. 

4. Secret Ballot. Any board member may call for a secret ballot on any motion to be voted upon. 

5. Quorum. At least seven (7) members of the Board must be present to constitute a quorum. 

6. Service Verification. Within thirty (30) days after election or appointment each officer and 

Board member must furnish the Chapter Secretary with a copy of his DD214 form or other 

document verifying his military service. Failure to produce such verification may cause the 

member’s election to be declared null and void by the Board of Directors. The Secretary shall 

log in the proof furnished; however, none of the proof documents or copies thereof shall be 

kept by the Secretary or the Chapter. Proof documents shall be returned to the member after 

review and determination by the Secretary/Board of Directors. 

B. Elected Officers. The Chapter shall have four (4) elected officers consisting of a President, Vice 

President, Secretary and Treasurer. No elected officer may hold more than one office at the same 

time except for the offices of Secretary and Treasurer. 

Elected officers derive their authority and powers directly from the general membership through 

the election process and are responsible for the execution of the policies and programs decided 

upon by the membership and/or the Board of Directors. 
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1. President’s Powers and Duties. The President is the Chief Operating Officer (COO) of the 

Chapter. He reports to the Board of Directors and to the general membership. 

(a) The President shall be responsible for the execution of policies and programs decided 

upon by the membership and/or the Board of Directors. 

(b) The President shall perform the functions conferred upon him by these Bylaws and be 

bound by their conditions in the execution of his duties and powers. 

(c) The President shall recommend to the Board of Directors for their consideration and 

approval his selected appointees for chairpersons of permanent committees. The 

President may elect to have these committee chairpersons report directly to him or to one 

of the other Chapter officers. 

2. Vice President’s Powers and Duties. The Vice President reports to the President and shall 

perform a variety of duties as may be assigned to him by the President. Specifically, the Vice 

President shall be responsible for the following functions associated with the Chapter: 

membership, Veterans Administration interface, Inter-Veterans affairs, and MIA/POW affairs. 

3. Secretary’s  Powers and Duties. The Secretary reports to the President and, on Board matters, 

to the Board of Directors.  

(a) The Secretary shall make a count and assure that a quorum is present at all Chapter 

meetings and inform the presiding officer at that meeting of his findings. 

(b) The Secretary shall be solely responsible for all Chapter incoming and outgoing 

correspondence. All incoming mail or other correspondence directed to the Chapter or its 

officers, directors, special officers or committees shall be forwarded to that person or 

group for resolution or shall be delivered to the Board of Directors for their action. 

A log and copies of all outgoing and incoming correspondence shall be kept by the 

Secretary for at least one year. 

(c) The Secretary shall accept all written petitions, including nominations for offices and votes 

cast by members. 

(d) The Secretary shall be responsible for the safe keeping of the Corporate charter and the 

Corporate seal. 

4. Treasurer’s Powers and Duties. The Treasurer reports to the President and, on Board matters, 

to the Board  of Directors. 

(a) The Treasurer shall receive and maintain control and custody of all Chapter money 

regardless of its source of origin. 

(b) The Treasurer shall be the only officer or member authorized to establish bank accounts 

for the Chapter. Banking establishments selected and the opening of any accounts are 

subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. 

(c) The Treasurer shall report on the financial condition of the Chapter at each General 

Meeting. 

(d) The Treasurer shall be responsible for the maintenance of all financial books and records 

of the Chapter. 

(e) The Treasurer shall be responsible for the preparation of an annual financial statement 

within forty-five (45) days of the close of the fiscal year and shall deliver same to the Board 

of Directors. The Treasurer will see that a summary statement is made available to the 

general membership. 

(f) The Treasurer shall assist and cooperate with any authorized internal or external audit  

authorized by the Board of Directors. An audit will occur after the Treasurer presents the 
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financial report to the Board of Directors, and prior to the election or re-election of the 

Treasurer. 

5. Committee Chairman. Elected officers may serve as chairmen or members of one or more 

committees. 

6. Appointed Officers. Appointment of Special Officers shall be made by the President with the 

approval of the Board of Directors. Appointments may be made for offices with powers and 

duties as described below. Other officers may be appointed in addition to those shown. 

Appointed officers shall hold their position until the term expires, the officer tenders a 

resignation or is relieved of duties by the President, with prior approval of the Board of 

Directors. 

(a) Editor. The editor shall have responsibility for the Chapter newsletter and is responsible 

for the distribution of the newsletter. 

(b) Judge Advocate (Parliamentarian). The Judge Advocate shall act as legal advisor and 

preside as Parliamentarian for the Chapter. 

(c) Chaplain. The Chaplain shall conduct a service of remembrance and recognition whenever 

requested by the family. The Chaplain shall act as spiritual advisor to the Chapter. 

(d) Historian. The Historian shall collect and record the history of the Chapter and is 

responsible for maintaining picture albums and other books for displaying the history and 

memorabilia of the Chapter and the Korean War. The Historian shall report to the 

President. 

(e) MIA/POW Officer. The MIA/POW Officer shall conduct all efforts made in regards to  

MIA/POW issues. 

(f) Quartermaster. The Quartermaster shall be responsible for procurement of materials for 

the Chapter and shall keep accurate records of all Chapter property. The Quartermaster 

shall arrange for the storage and safekeeping of all Chapter property.. 

The Quartermaster shall be the focal point for the color guard uniforms, advising the 

Chapter as to what the uniform consists of and where uniform items can be purchased. 

 

 

(g) Color Guard Commander. The Color Guard Commander shall be responsible for leading 

and coordinating the time and place where the color guard will be in attendance or 

perform.  

He shall be responsible for the presentation of the colors at Chapter functions such as 

parades, funerals, patriotic events, etc. He shall be responsible for the check-out and 

return of Chapter’s flags, banners and other paraphernalia used in the performance of the 

color guard’s duties. 

The Color Guard Commander may select a member to serve as the Assistant Color Guard 

Commander to help with the duties. 

(h) Education Officer. The Education Officer shall be responsible for the preparation, 

acquisition, dissemination and presentationof information about the Korean War and the 

mission of the United States in that war. 
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SECTION 2: Term of Office 

A. Elected Officers. The term of office for President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer shall be 

two (2) years. 

B. Board of Directors. The term of office for the At-Large Board members shall be two (2) years. 

Three(3) of the At-Large Board members will be elected on even numbered years, and three (3) 

shall be elected on odd numbered years. 

C. Appointed Officers. The term of office for appointed officers shall be no more than one (1) year 

and shall expire whenever the appointing officer’s term expires or when the office itself is 

terminated. Appointed officers may be re-appointed to their office by the new appointing officer. 

D. Committee Chairman. The term of office for committee chairmen shall be for no more than one (1) 

year and shall expire whenever the appointing officer’s term expires or when the committee itself 

is dissolved. 

SECTION 3: Nominations 

The President shall appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of a Chairman and at least two (2) additional 

members. The duty of the Nominating Committee is to select nominees to offices to be  elected in March. 

The President shall provide the list of nominees to the Editor who will then officially notify the membership of 

positions open for nominations via the Chapter’s first newsletter each year. 

SECTION 4: Time of Election 

Election for all  Officers and Board members , shall take place at the March General Meeting. Newly elected 

Officers and Board members shall officially be sworn in during the March General Meeting and shall take office 

at the end of that meeting. The Oaths of office will administered by the Immediate Past President. 

 

 

 

SECTION 5: Election Voting Rights 

A. Majority Vote. A majority vote of fifty-one percent (51%) of those voting will be required to elect. 

Should there not be a majority vote for the candidates for any office, the two candidates with the 

most votes shall have a run-off election and the candidate receiving the most run-off votes shall be 

elected. 

B. Voting by Mail. Voting by mail shall be permitted. Ballots by mail must be signed by the member, 

dated and received by the Secretary or Nominating Committee prior to elections at the March 

meeting. 

C. Recording the Vote. The Nominating Committee shall be responsible for counting and recording of 

the final tally of the votes case. 
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SECTION 6: Vacancy 

A vacancy in any office whose remaining term is six (6) months or longer shall be filled by an election held at a 

special or regularly scheduled general membership meeting. Notification of the vacancy along with the time 

and place of the special election shall be given in the Chapter newsletter. Recommendation on nominees shall 

be made to the membership by the Board of Directors via the Chapter newsletter or by the President at the 

time of the election. Nominations will be accepted from the floor, and the same general criteria regarding 

nominees shall apply as set forth in Section 3. 

In the event the vacancy occurs with less than six (6) months remaining in that person’s term, the office may 

be filled by a vote of the Board of Directors, or at the discretion of the Board of Directors, go unfilled until the 

next general election. 

SECTION 7: Attendance 

Any director, elected or appointed officer or committeeperson who misses three (3) or more consecutive 

regularly scheduled meetings may, at the recommendation of the appropriate officer or chairperson and at the 

discretion of the Board of Directors, by majority vote, be removed from his office or committee without a 

hearing, but with written notice. 

SECTION 8: Meetings 

The Chapter general membership meetings shall be held at a regularly scheduled time and place each month 

as selected by the Board of Directors. The meeting date, place and time shall be communicated to the 

membership via the newsletter and Chapter website prior to the meeting each month. 

A Board of Directors Executive Session may be called  to facilitate personnel or audit issues and advisory 

actions deemed necessary. 

 

SECTION 9: Quorum 

Members present at a Chapter meeting shall constitute a quorum. This count shall be taken by the Chapter 

Secretary. 

A quorum for a Board of Directors’ meeting shall be at least seven(7) members present. 

 

ARTICLE VII 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

The Chapter, by an act of the Board of Directors or by a vote of the general membership, may become a 

member of other organizations whose purposes are similar. The Board of Directors shall have the power to 

appoint delegates to attend meetings and to vote on behalf of the Chapter on matters coming before said 

organizations. 



Texas Lone Star Chapter Bylaws (Rev.4) Korean War Veterans 

12 

 

The Chapter shall have the power to withdraw from any organization, either local, regional or national, upon a 

recommendation of the Board of Directors and with a majority vote of the regular membership. 

 

ARTICLE VIII 

FINANCIAL 

The sources of income to the Chapter shall be from membership dues, outside donations or contributions and 

special fundraising events. 

The fiscal year of the Chapter shall be from January 1st through December 31. 

Signers on the Chapter bank account shall be members of the Board of Directors, and shall include the 

Chairman, President and Treasurer. All checks must be signed by the Treasurer. All Certificates of Deposit, 

checks and/or drafts in excess of three hundred dollars ($300.00) must include the Treasurer and one other 

signer.  

In case of an emergency in which the Treasurer is unable to sign a check, any two other bank card signers may 

sign a check, but the Treasurer must be notified of the transaction as soon as practicable. 

The financial records of the Chapter shall be audited annually. 

 

ARTICLE IX 

LAWS OF THE STATE OF TEXAS/INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

The Chapter shall comply with the laws of the State of Texas governing non-profit corporations and abide by 

the provisions of the Internal Revenue Service Tax Exemption Code upon being approved for tax exempt 

status. 

 

ARTICLE X 

PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Chapter in 

all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not in conflict with these Bylaws and any special 

rules of order the Chapter may adopt. 

 

ARTICLE XI 

POLICY OF EQUALITY 

No person otherwise eligible for membership in the Chapter shall be barred from membership because of race, 

color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or political belief unless such belief is contrary to the principles of 

the Constitution and Government of the United States of America. 
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The Chapter shall not be partisan in its functions and policies. It shall not be used for the dissemination of 

partisan principles, the promotion of the candidacy of any person seeking public office or preferment, or the 

furtherance of any ethnic group. 

 

ARTICLE XII 

INDEMNIFICATION 

Each director and officer of the Chapter now or hereafter serving as such shall be indemnified by the chapter 

through its Board of Directors against any and all claims and liabilities without which he has or shall become 

subject by reason of serving or having served as such director or officer, or by reason of any action alleged to 

have been taken, omitted or neglected by him as such director or officer, and the Chapter’s funds or other 

sources of funds legally available to the Board of Directors shall be used to reimburse each person for all legal 

expenses reasonably incurred by him in connection with any such claim or liability, provided however, that no 

such person shall be indemnified against, or be reimbursed for any expense incurred in connection with any 

claim or liability arising out of his own willful misconduct or gross negligence. The amount paid to any officer or 

director by way of indemnification shall not exceed his actual, reasonable and necessary expense incurred in 

connection with the matter involved, and such additional amount as may be fixed by a special committee 

appointed by the Board of Directors. This right of indemnification hereinbefore provided for shall not be 

exclusive of any rights to which any director or officer of the Chapter may otherwise be entitled by law. 

 

 

                                                                              ARTICLE XIII 

                                                 DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS LIABILITY 

The Chapter, through its Board of Directors, is authorized to purchase adequate Directors and 

Officers Liability insurance to protect all Directors, elected and appointed Officers and Committee 

Chairmen from legal actions brought against them for activities arising out of the performance of 

their duties on Chapter matters. 

 

 

ARTICLE XIV 

GERRY WEBER DISTRINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

SECTION 1: Purpose 

The Gerry Weber Distinguished Service Award recognizes members for outstanding service to the Chapter’s 

operation. The award is presented to members and/or spouses who have made a significant difference in the 

Chapter’s success and public image.  
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SECTION 2: Determination of Recipients 

Determination of recipients of this award will be upon nominations, and careful consideration of the 

nominee’s Qualifications and performance and approval of the Board of Directors. 

The Board of Directors can decide in any given year that there are no qualified candidates and make no awards 

that year. 

 

ARTICLE XV 

AMENDMENTS 

These Bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting by a two-thirds majority vote of the quorum present, 

providing that the proposed amendment(s) were submitted in writing at the previous meeting and were made 

available to the membership to read and/or the proposed changes were verbally summarized to the 

membership. 

The Board of Directors shall review all proposed changes and provide opinions to the membership. 

It shall not be a requirement that amendments be published in the Chapter newsletter prior to being voted 

upon. 

 

ARTICLE XVI 

CHAPTER SEAL 

The Chapter seal shall be circular in form and shall contain the words “TEXAS LONE STAR CHAPTER KOREAN 

WAR VETERANS” encircling an image of the Lone Star. The seal may be used by causing it or a facsimile to be 

impressed or affixed or in any other manner reproduced. The Chapter seal may be altered by order of the 

Board of Directors. 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE XVII 

DISSOLUTION 

The Chapter may be dissolved in accordance with the laws of the United States and the State of Texas in which 

it is incorporated. All property of the Chapter shall be disbursed in accordance with the United States Internal 

Revenue Service Code and the laws of the State of Texas. 
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These Bylaws were approved by a vote of the Chapter general membership on __________________________ 

and adopted for use on _____________________________. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

President, Texas Lone Star Chapter 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Chairman of the Board, Texas Lone Star Chapter 

 

 

 


